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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-215
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Gulliford
Date of Introduction: April 10, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: April 12, 2012
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 802 – Public Parking – to provide that the City shall make available public parking to persons attending City Council meetings, council committee meetings, or special functions or events at City for a flat fee of $2 in all City-owned parking garages or in any privately-owned parking garage that chooses to participate in the program.  Signage is required pointing out the closest parking garage to City Hall.  The bill also directs that the parking meters on the streets immediately adjacent to City Hall shall allow for a maximum of 4 hours of parking.
Background Information: The sponsor believes that the absence of free parking for City Hall, the cost of downtown garage parking and the short terms on the parking meters immediately surrounding City Hall (1 or 2 hours) combine to make it difficult for citizens to conveniently attend City meetings, particularly committee meetings during regular business hours.  The closest publicly-owned garage (the library garage at the corner of Duval and Main Streets which is operated by LAZ Parking) charges $3 for the first hour and $2 per additional hour up to a maximum of $10.
The parking meters marked as City Hall-specific were intentionally limited to short-term durations in order to ensure rapid turnover of the spaces and thereby provide availability for citizens needing to visit City Hall for quick transactions.
Policy Impact Area: Public parking.
Fiscal Impact: 
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